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VILLAGE OF GROSSE POINTE SHORES, A MICHIGAN CITY 
MINUTES OF THE MEETING OF THE CITY COUNCIL 

TUESDAY, SEPTEMBER 20, 2022 – 7:00 P.M. 
 
 

1. CALL MEETING TO ORDER - The monthly meeting of the City Council of the Village of 
Grosse Pointe Shores, a Michigan City was held on Tuesday, September 20, 2022, at the 
Municipal Building.  The meeting was called to order at 7:00pm by Mayor Kedzierski. 
 

2. PLEDGE OF ALLEGIANCE 
 

3. ROLL CALL – Clerk Bruce Nichols 
 

Present: Mayor Thaddeus Kedzierski, Robert H. Barrette, John Dakmak, Danielle 
Gehlert, Donn Schroder, John T. Seago  

 
Absent:   Sandra Cavataio (Excused on motion of Seago /Schroder 6/0) 
 
Also present: City Clerk Bruce Nichols 
   Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
   City Manager Stephen Poloni 
   City Attorney Brian Renaud 
   Public Works Director Mike Way 
   Public Safety Director Ken Werenski 
 

4. SETTING OF THE AGENDA – No Changes 
 

5. APPROVAL OF MINUTES OF THE AUGUST 16, 2022 REGULAR MEETING 
 

On motion by Council Member Dakmak, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were approved. 
 

6. RECEIVE AND FILE VARIOUS BOARDS, COMMITTEES & COMMISSIONS MINUTES 
 
On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by Council Member Schroder, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the minutes were received and filed. 

 
7. PUBLIC COMMENT ON AGENDA ITEMS - None 

 
8. COMMITTEE APPOINTMENTS  

 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Gehlert, and 
carried unanimously, it was resolved that the Mayor’s list of candidates submitted for 
Committee Appointments was approved and appointed. 
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9. REPORTS BY CHAIRPERSONS OF BOARDS, COMMITTEES AND COMMISSIONS                                                                                                                           
 

A. Budget and Finance – Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles reported the Grosse 
Pointe Shores Foundation reimbursed the city in the amount of $6400 for an 
acoustical sound reduction fence and a banner for the pickle ball court.  Wind barriers 
for the pickle ball court were also added by the Foundation.  The city incurred costs 
for new PSO fire coats and hats, the Oxford Road/Lake Shore water main project 
expenses, and costs associated with tree removal from wind damage.  There was an 
additional general fund expense to pay tennis instructors occasioned by high demand 
for their services.  Some funds will be returned to the city from the Highland Park 
water fees which were inappropriately charged to our water department.  
  

1. Approval of Bills - On motion by Council Member Barrette, seconded by 
Council Member Schroder and carried unanimously, it was resolved that the 
bills were approved for payment. 

2. Review of Financial Statements - Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles 
presented the Financial Statements for review by Council. 

3. Finance Committee Chairman Report, Chair Sandra Cavataio was absent.  
However, Finance Officer/Treasurer Candice Giles reported the committee 
met on August 30.  The municipal audit will occur during the first week of 
October.  The next meeting of the Finance Committee is scheduled for 
October 11, 2022. 
 

B. Public Safety – Chief Kenneth Werenski reported the city has been relatively quiet, 
with no major events occurring.  A Fireworks Permit has been issued to the Grosse 
Pointe Yacht Club for a private event to be held on October 22.  Officer Dan Kolar will 
join the Public Safety ranks having already attained full training and skills from his 
previous employment in such a capacity.  The department is approaching full strength 
with continued difficulty in obtaining sound qualified recruits.  City Manager Poloni 
commended the Chief for personally working on street patrol to relieve some of the 
shorthanded situations that have occurred. 

 
C. Public Works – Director Mike Way reported the August 29 storm caused multiple 

power outages.  DTE was on site quickly.  The municipality only lost two trees.  Nick 
Rudd of the water department will review the finalization of the southern portion of the 
water main replacement project.  The department is now gearing up for seasonal leaf 
removal. 

           
D. Parks Committee – Council Liaison Donn Schroder stated that the committee has 

completed their review of the July 4th event, overseeing of the restoration of the 
lakefront outlooks, and finalization of the fencing upgrade.  The pickle ball tournament 
may be arranged in the future to have a consolation round and a possible age 
handicap competition.  The next meeting of the committee will be held in October. 

 
  Park Director Jen Serra gave a final 2022 pool usage update.  Staff was able to keep 

the pool open to acceptable levels by the juggling of employee schedules.  The Boo 
Fest will occur on October 19th.  Recruiting of a capable and robust lifeguard staff for 
next year has already begun.  The competitive market for lifeguards has raised the 
cost of operations at the park.  Tennis and pickle ball lessons are limited to residents.  
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The Early Morning Swim Program allows nonresidents to participate by paying a fee.  
Jen expressed appreciation for the Council’s support throughout the summer season. 

 
E. Harbor Committee – Council Liaison John Seago reported the marina had six (6) 

nonresident occupied wells.  Well contracts for the 2023 summer season will go out in 
December.  Most of the dock planks have been replaced.  Next meeting of the 
committee is scheduled for October 6th. 

 
F. Infrastructure Report – Council Liaison Robert Barrette reported the 8 inch water main 

along Lakeshore is being replaced by a 12 inch water main.  Material and manpower 
shortages have delayed the project.  Extensions have been granted to the contractor 
as requested.  Generally, the contractor’s progress has been good with rising 
sidewalks crumbling from the insertion of the larger water mains beneath them. 

 
G. GPSIF – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert reported membership in the Foundation has 

increased.  The October 13 fundraiser at Ford house is expected to have 185 
attendees.  The Foundation provided pool rescue equipment at Osius Park.  Lynn 
Kurtz has stepped down from the Foundation after serving for 25 years.  Her 
resignation was occasioned by Harry and Lynn Kurtz relocating to Ann Arbor.  There 
has been some debate as to the use of the windscreen at the pickle ball court. 

 
H. Communications Committee – Council Liaison Danielle Gehlert informed Council that 

the next meeting of the committee is scheduled for October 11 at 6:15 PM by Zoom.  
The upcoming calendar has been progressing with revenue generated from the sale of 
advertising 
 

I. Legal Report – Since the date of the last City Council Meeting, City Attorney Brian 
Renaud reported the City Attorney has been engaged in the following activities on 
behalf of the City: 

 
The month was relatively quiet with consultation regarding the Open Meeting Act, 
nuisance enforcement, employment issues, the draft of a fence ordinance, review of a 
United States Supreme Court decision regarding the city sign ordinance provisions 
relating to content and length of time to display signs, and review of other procedural 
matters with city administration. 

 
J. Manager’s Report – City Manager Steve Poloni reported seawall repairs within the city 

will be commencing soon.  Road repairs are already underway.  Marina decking 
material has finally arrived after a long back order delay.  A new dog vaccination 
ordinance is being reviewed. 
 

10. OLD BUSINESS - None 
 

11. NEW BUSINESS  
 
A.   Proposed Cell Tower Presentation-Discussion Only 

Anthony Amine gave a presentation regarding the need for enhanced cell phone 
coverage in Grosse Pointe Shores.  Mature trees in our community would require a 
height of a cell tower to be at least 150 feet.  Photographic simulation showed views 
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of a proposed tower from multiple directions.  A revenue stream from one wireless 
carrier would begin at about $24,000 in lease payments annually.  The tower could 
accommodate three cell phone carriers with the commensurate increases in revenue.  
The leases of the tower would be long term.  Dish Network has already signed a letter 
of intent for any proposed tower in Grosse Pointe Shores.  The element of 
competition with the Grosse Pointe Yacht Club tower would require review before 
entering into any cell tower lease. 
 
Resident Alex Lucido stated that cell phone coverage is extremely important in real 
estate sales.  Council made no decision but will continue to consider the matter. 

 
12. PUBLIC COMMENT ON NON-AGENDA ITEMS 

 
Kim Valice had comments and concerns regarding the feeding of feral cats in her 
neighborhood by her neighbors.  Chief Werenski stated that residents are not allowed to 
feed wild animals under the city ordinance. 
 
Teresa Lucido also stated the feeding of wild animals increases the population of feral 
unvaccinated animals, coyotes and rats. 
 
City Manager Poloni had discussed the situation with a resident who was feeding feral 
cats.  The resident then resumed the feeding after a warning.  In response, a violation 
ticket was issued. 
 
City Attorney Renaud discussed all of the available ordinances that would prohibit the 
feeding of wild animals as constituting a public nuisance.  He believed there was an 
appropriate range for enforcement and violation issuance to address the problem. 

 
13. COUNCIL MEMBERS’ COMMENTS 

 
Council Member Seago expressed appreciation for the public comment at the meeting. 
 
Council Member Dakmak had comments regarding the recognition of the sacrifice and 
dangers of being a law enforcement officer in these times. 
 
Council Member Schroder thanked the Mayor for organizing the Town Hall meetings. 
 
Council Member Barrette commented on how well the summer activities functioned 
throughout the summer season. 
 

14. MAYOR’S COMMENTS – Mayor Kedzierski thanked the residents who came to last 
weekend’s Town Hall meeting.  The municipal Chess Tournament was very successful 
with a spectacular final match.  The park has never looked better than it does now 
according to the Mayor.  Two (2) lots in the Deeplands Subdivision have been sold.  The 
death of John Boll was noted. 
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15. MOTION TO ENTER INTO CLOSED SESSION UNDER SECTION (h) OF THE OPEN 
MEETINGS ACT 
 

The Mayor called for a roll call vote to enter into closed session to discuss an 
Employee Evaluation/Contract. 
 
The motion was unanimously approved and at 8:44pm City Council entered into 
closed session. 

 
16. MOTION TO ENTER INTO OPEN SESSION 

 
At 9:23 PM, Council returned to open session. 
 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously (6-0), it was resolved that an employment contract with Bruce 
Haynes was approved. 
 

17. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE CITY COUNCIL MEETINGS (Tues, 10/18/22-7pm & Tues, 
11/15/22 -7pm) 

 
18. NOTE DATES OF FUTURE TOWN HALL MEETINGS - (Sat, 1/14/23) 

 
19.  ADJOURNMENT 

 
On motion by Council Member Schroder, seconded by Council Member Barrette, and 
carried unanimously, the meeting was adjourned at 9:25 PM. 
 
Respectfully submitted, 
 
Bruce R.  Nichols 
City Clerk 
 

 
  

 
 
 
 


